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aryHanson feced @ remodeling
paradox. Onone hand, she
wanted to preserve and
restore detzils throughout
her 1838 Victorizn in San
Francison. Before she bought
it, the home had been handed
acentury, with few upd stes. On ithe ather hamad], her
pEsiandforooakingznd entertai ningmsde the vintsge
kitchen, inherwords, unscceptable.  There werena
couiitertops, the spplisnce & wene freestanding, &nd
thesink wasinznot her room,™ shesays. “Bytodsy’s
sendands it just didn’t work™
Marylived with it for @ year, g udying similar-
syle homes in the neighborhood to see how the
homeowners blended updsted kitchens with
trditiona] homes. Then she hired architect David
Gast anad inberior designer Debomah Michie, “hiary
wanted 3 space where mubltiple cooks can waork
together and people can sit and relax or visie®
(ot mays
Gt relocated @ finst-story hedmom end shaorhed
an adjacent mudmom to bring the kitchen's size
to 24%1 4 feet. This expansion crested space for
amenities—a commenizl grade stzinless-stee]
conktop, double ovens, sinls in two locations, and
& large island workepece—that woukd be foreign to
the arigina] cwnerns. et the festures look right =t
hoame in the new surmundings.
“We used materials and forms that are

fyrapthestic o ithe pee riod, ™ says Gast. “The cabinets
harve flat paneling and the #land has turned legs
and beaded-boand paneling, We used 3 on 20




Thefinolzumfloring
ibetover {eft i ro d b e
material i hatwas common
in kilch=nsat the lum af
the 20th century, T
shadesol linoleum, placed
instripe, creete 8 more
contemporary and unigque
leok. The traditicnal shyle
and ¢ odor of the cabinels
it | make rew appliances
appearperiodperbect.
Finishesenharce the affect:
W hibe ceramic cabine
knoks =cho the disheasher
color; shainbess el
counbertops blend with the
hiovod mnd cookiop.
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trim that we I:D'p'u:di from existing I:l'l.iJ]IL‘I.lI'.IE in the
house, We also used marble subway tiles and true
linoleum flooring—all things that would have been
appropriate in that period.”

Caoloralso plays an impartant role. “Rich saturated
calors say “Victorian' to me,” says Michie. “For the
cabinets, we used a historic color that was taken
from English manor houses.”

Call it a paradox solved. The new kitchen isn't a
musewm: it a nod to the past that suits the needs
of present-day life, “1 think we successfully blended
it with everything else in the house ™ Mary says. “It
feels like just another part of the Victortan" @
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In keeping with the look of
VYictarian kitchens, which
otten featured tables
instead of cabinets and
countertops, the island
{loft) has an cpen end with
turned legs. Satin-nickel-
tinished pendant fixtures
are adjustable to provide
targeted lighting on prop
rones. Mary can easily
plug in small appliances at
the island. Kitchen designer
Deborah Michie tucked
amatching outlet strip
{befow)underneath the

marble courtertap.
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